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After examination of the proposed rule re: quarantine, on behalf of the
Oklahoma City Area Inter-Tribal Health Board (OCAITHB), I offer the
following comments:
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1. Thank you for implementing recent policies regarding Tribal
Consultation into the Proposed Rule processes. By following
careful consultation, many of my following comments may be
without merit.

2. The economic analysis provided goes into great detail to address
the impact on public transportation (air and water) but fails to
consider any impact quarantine may have on Tribal economies
(or for that matter, state economies).

3. Section 70.27 Indian Country, paragraph 2 states: l'The
Secretary of the Interior, through 25 U.S.C. 231, may also permit

--Stateagents~ancbemplQyeesjo enter UPQn~TnbalJands tor the
purposes of making inspectionsof health and educational
conditionsand enforcingsanitationand quarantineregulations.11
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Special Government-to-Government relationships exist between
Tribal Governments and the Federal Government that do not
necessarily exist between Tribal Governments and State
Governments. Careful consideration of tribal concerns voiced in
consultation should be taken before permitting state agents and
employees to enter upon Indian lands for the stated purposes.
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Section 70.27 Indian Country, paragr:.~ph 4~states:,"Similarly,
with respect to a person or group of persons in Indian cou'ntry,
the Director may exercise public health measures appearing in
this part provided that such person or group of persons is in the



qualifying stage of a quarantinable disease and either (i) moving
or about to move from a State to another State; or (ii) a probable
source of infection to persons who will be moving from a State to
a State."

In some instances, geographic boundaries of Indian Country do
not stop at the geographic boundary of a state or even the US
boundary (ie: Navajo Nation crosses states and the Tohonto
Q'odom Reservation crosses into Mexico). Consideration of these
geographic boundaries should be taken if quarantine is imposed
on affected tribal members.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed rule prior to it
being final. Again, including consultation into the proposed rule is
appreciated. I encourage you to consider the above comments as you
move toward a final rule. If you have questions about my comments, please
contact me.

Respectfully,

M
Allan Harder
Executive Director

CC: QCAITHB


